Flora of Taylor Point
Stuart Worboys and Colin Cox

The following is a report on flora surveys undertaken of Lot 10 on RP724040, Moore Street Trinity
Beach. The 18 hectare allotment, known as Taylor Point, was surveyed on 16 and 17 May 2026.
The survey was conducted with the assistance of Colin Cox and property owner, Audrius Macernis,
and build on detailed wildlife surveys undertaken on the site by members and friends of Birds
Australia.

The site

Taylor Point is an 80 m high rocky prominence on the coastline of the Wet Tropics bioregion,
located approximately 18 km north-west of Cairns. Its bedrock is an isolated occurrence of Mt
Formartine Granite, part of the same late-Devonian age geological unit that also outcrops at Edge
Hill’s Red Arrow walk and north of Buchan’s Point.

The oldest available aerial photography (https://qimagery.information.qld.gov.au/), dating from
1952, show the site was fully vegetated with what appears to be open canopy vegetation consistent
with eucalypt-dominated woodland, and darker closed canopy vegetation consistent with rainforest.

Although there has been some limited clearing over the years, the site’s canopy remains largely
intact, and is mapped as remnant vegetation by the State Government.

Figure 1: Coastline at Taylor Point.

Survey outcomes

This report provides firstly a structural description of the vegetation for three sites assessed across
the property. It also includes a vascular plant species list, building on lists prepared since 2021 by
the late Tom Collis, Barry Muir, Peter Newling, Hidetoshi Kudo, Stuart Worboys, and others.
Research grade observations from inaturalist.org are included if that species is missing from the
original list.

The report is not intended as a formal environmental assessment — this is work better left to the
professionals.


https://qimagery.information.qld.gov.au/

Rainforest vegetation
Two small rainforest patches occur on the summit and south-west facing slopes of Taylor Point. We

characterised one of these patches as follows:

Regrowth simple-complex mesophyll vine forest on moderately steep west facing slope. Abundant
small vines, epiphytes absent, palms rare, ground ferns absent.

CANOPY: 16-22 m tall. Dominated by Chionanthus ramiflorus (northern olive) and Litsea
fawcettiana (brown bollywood).

SUBCANOPY: Approx. 11-16 m tall. Species present include Chionanthus ramiflorus, Casearia
grewiifolia var. gelonidoides, *Mangifera indica (mango) and an unidentified Dysoxylum sens. lat.

LOW TREES: 8-11 m tall. Glochidion harveyanum (Harvey’s buttonwood), Ptychosperma elegans
(solitaire palm).

Woodland

Above Taylor Point’s northern tip is a eucalypt-dominated woodland on a gentle north facing ridge
with a sparse understorey of low trees and a grass/Scleria dominated ground stratum.

CANOPY: 8-15 m tall. Dominated by Eucalyptus leptophleba (Molloy box) and Corymbia
clarksoniana (Clarkson’s bloodwood) with Corymbia tessellaris (Moreton Bay ash) and Eucalyptus

platyphylla (poplar gum).

SUBCANOPY: 5-8 m. Corymbia leptophleba, Eucalyptus platyphylla, Livistona muelleri,
Planchonia careya.

Open forest
Open forest on moderately steep west facing slope with a rainforest understorey.

CANOPY: 16-25 m tall. Dominated by Eucalyptus tereticornis (forest red gum) with Eucalyptus
platyphylla, Melia azedarach (white cedar), and A/lbizia procera (forest siris).

SUBCANOPY: 10-16 m. Dominated by rainforest pioneer species Mallotus philippensis (red
kamala) and Chionanthus ramiflorus with Jagera pseudorhus (foambark), Mangifera indica,
Corymbia clarksoniana, Terminalia microcarpa (damson plum) and Cordia dichotoma (glue berry).

Species list

The following species list is a compilation of all previous surveys at site, including iNaturalist
observations. Separate lists (i.e., an iNaturalist list and a list based on our field surveys) are attached
as Excel spreadsheets. It was not possible to check all precise location of all iNaturalist observations
— some may fall a few metres outside the property boundaries. Scientific names used in this list
follow Queensland Herbarium’s 2024 Census

Some obviously cultivated plants are listed, but these observations are not comprehensive.

Overview

The list records 319 vascular plant species from the Taylor Point site. The most species rich plant
families are the legume family (Leguminosae), with 39 species, the grass family (Poaceae) with 20
species, and the eucalypt family (Myrtaceae), with 14 species.
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Figure 2: Hoya australis, a common Figure 3: Broad-leaved paperbark Fiitre 4: Wild sisal (F urraea
vine. (Melaleuca viridiflora). selloa).

Of the 319, 101 species, almost a third, are not native to Australia. The list of non-native species
includes several significant weeds, including lantana (Lantana camara), purple trumpet vine
(Thunbergia grandiflora), African tulip (Spathodea campanulata), Hymenachne amplexicaulis and
Navua sedge (Cyperus aromaticus). Priority weeds, and tips of how to control them, can be found
here:

https://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/biosecurity/invasive-plants-animals/plants-
weeds

https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/control-methods

Only one species of conservation significance has been recorded. This is the Ant Plant, Myrmecodia
beccarii, listed as Vulnerable under both Queensland and Commonwealth legislation. It was
observed as an epiphyte in mangroves on the eastern edge of the property. A small number of
special least concern plant species were observed, including Dendrobium discolor and Dendrobium
canaliculatum — although not of conservation significance, special least concern species are
recognised as popular garden plants that are commonly stolen.


https://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/biosecurity/invasive-plants-animals/plants-weeds
https://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/biosecurity/invasive-plants-animals/plants-weeds
https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/control-methods

Table 1: Species list. The list is divided into three main groups: ferns, cycads and conifers, and flowering
plants. Non-native species are marked with an asterisk (*). Records taken from inaturalist.org are highlighted
in grey. Common names are provided where known.

Family

Species

Common name

FERNS

ASPLENIACEAE — ASPLENIUM FERNS

Asplenium nidus

Birds Nest Fern

LYGODIACEAE

Lygodium microphyllum

Climbing Maidenhair

POLYPODIACEAE

Drynaria rigidula
Drynaria sparsisora
Platycerium hillii

Pyrrosia longifolia

Basket Fern

Elkhorn Fern

Felt Fern

PTERIDACEAE

Acrostichum speciosum
Adiantum atroviride
Adiantum philippense
* Cheilanthes
Haplopteris ensiformis

* Pityrogramma calomelanos

Maidenhair Fern

Silver Fern

CYCADS AND CONIFERS

CYCADACEAE Cycas media subsp. banksii
PODOCARPACEAE Podocarpus grayae
FLOWERING PLANTS
Avicennia marina subsp.
ACANTHACEAE 1 p Grey Mangrove
eucalyptifolia
* Barleria cristata
* Barleria strigosa
Pseuderanthemum variabile
* Thunbergia grandiflora Purple Trumpet Vine
AGAVACEAE * Furcraea selloa Wild Sisal
AIZOACEAE Sesuvium portulacastrum
AMARANTHACEAE * Alternanthera brasiliana
AMARYLLIDACEAE — CRINUM FAMILY Crinum uniflorum
ANACARDIACEAE — CASHEW FAMILY Buchanania arborescens
Euroschinus falcata Ribbonwood
* Mangifera indica Mango
Rhus taitensis
ANNONACEAE — CUSTARD APPLE FAMILY Huberantha nitidissima
Uvaria concava
APOCYNACEAE — FRANGIPANI FAMILY * Allamanda cathartica Allamanda
Alstonia scholaris Milky Pine

Alyxia spicata
* Catharanthus roseus
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Madagascar Periwinkle



Family

Species

Cynanchum viminale
Dischidia nummularia
Gymnanthera oblonga
Hoya australis

Ichnocarpus frutescens
Parsonsia velutina

Plumeria obtusa
Tabernaemontana orientalis

Common name

Harpoon Bud
Hoya

Frangipani
Banana Bush

ARACEAE — PHILODENDRON FAMILY

Alocasia brisbanensis

Epipremnum pinnatum

Epipremnum pinnatum 'Aureum’,
also called Epipremnum aureum

* Syngonium podophyllum Arrowhead
ARALIACEAE — IVY FAMILY Heptapleurum actinophyllum
Polyscias elegans
ARECACEAE — PALM FAMILY Cocos nucifera Coconut

Livistona muelleri

Ptychosperma elegans

Solitaire Palm

ASPARAGACEAE — ASPARAGUS FAMILY

Asparagus racemosus

Asparagus Fern

ASTERACEAE — DAISY FAMILY

*

*

*

*

*

Ageratum conyzoides

Cyanthillium cinereum
Elephantopus mollis
Eleutheranthera ruderalis
Emilia sonchifolia
Praxelis clematidea
Sphagneticola trilobata
Synedrella nodiflora

Bluetop

Purple Emily
Praxelis

BIGNONIACEAE

*

*

Saritaea magnifica, also called
Bignonia magnifica

Spathodea campanulata

African Tulip

BROMELIACEAE - BROMELIADS

*

Ananas comosus

Pineapple

BURSERACEAE

Canarium australianum

Scrub Turpentine

BYTTNERIACEAE

Abroma molle

CACTACEAE - CACTI

Cactaceae

CALOPHYLLACEAE

Calophyllum australianum

CANNABACEAE — CANNABIS FAMILY

Trema orientalis

Trema tomentosa

CASUARINACEAE — SHE-OAK FAMILY

Casuarina equisetifolia

CELASTRACEAE Denhamia disperma
Denhamia fasciculiflora
Elaeodendron melanocarpum
CLEOMACEAE * Tarenaya aculeata
COMBRETACEAE * Combretum indicum Rangoon Vine



Family

Species

Lumnitzera littorea

Lumnitzera racemosa

Terminalia catappa
Terminalia muelleri
Terminalia sericocarpa

Common name

Sea Almond

Sovereignwood

COMMELINACEAE

Commelina ensifolia

* Murdannia nudiflora

Nakedstem Dewflower

CONVOLVULACEAE — MORNING GLORIES

* Distimake dissectus

* Distimake quinquefolius
Evolvulus alsinoides

* Ipomoea hederifolia

* Ipomoea obscura
Inomoea pes-caprae
Ipomoea triloba
Xenostegia tridentata

Tropical Speedwell

CORDIACEAE

Cordia dichotoma

Glue Berry

CUCURBITACEAE — CUCUMBER FAMILY

Diplocyclos palmatus

CYPERACEAE — SEDGE FAMILY

* Cyperus aromaticus

Cyperus difformis
Cyperus haspan
Cyperus iria
Cyperus javanicus

* Cyperus mindorensis
Cyperus polystachyos
Fimbristylis acicularis
Scleria
Scleria levis
Scleria mackaviensis

DIOSCOREACEAE — YAM FAMILY

Dioscorea

DRACAENACEAE

* Sansevieria trifasciata

Mother-in-law’s Tongue

EBENACEAE — PERSIMMON FAMILY

Diospyros compacta

Diospyros hebecarpa

EUPHORBIACEAE

Aleurites rockinghamensis

Claoxylon hillii

* Euphorbia hirta

* Euphorbia tithymaloides
Excoecaria agallocha
Homalanthus novoguineensis
Macaranga involucrata var.
mallotoides
Macaranga tanarius

Candlenut

Blind-your-eye Mangrove
Bleeding Heart

Mallotus philippensis Red Kamala
* Manihot esculenta Cassava
FLAGELLARIACEAE Flagellaria indica Supplejack

HELICONIACEAE

* Heliconia psittacorum




Family
HEMEROCALLIDACEAE

Species
Dianella

Dianella caerulea

Common name

LAMIACEAE — MINT FAMILY

Clerodendrum floribundum

Clerodendrum inerme

* Hyptis capitata
* Mesosphaerum suaveolens

Premna serratifolia
Vitex rotundifolia

Lolly Bush

Scrambling Clerodendrum

Coastal Premna
Beach Vitex

LAURACEAE — AVOCADO FAMILY

Beilschmiedia obtusifolia
Cassytha filiformis
Cryptocarya hypospodia
Cryptocarya triplinervis var.
riparia

Litsea fawcettiana

Litsea glutinosa

Northern Laurel

Brown Bollywood
Soft Bollygum

LAXMANNIACEAE

Cordyline cannifolia

Cordyline manners-suttoniae

Eustrephus latifolius

Wombat Berry

LECYTHIDACEAE — BRAZILNUT FAMILY

Planchonia careya

Cocky Apple

LEGUMINOSAE — PEA FAMILY

Abrus precatorius

Acacia auriculiformis
Acacia crassicarpa
Acacia flavescens
Acacia mangium
Acacia oraria
Acacia polystachya

* Aeschynomene americana
Albizia procera

* Alysicarpus ovalifolius
Archidendron grandiflorum

* Bauhinia

* Calopogonium mucunoides

* Cassia fistula

* Centrosema molle

* Chamaecrista rotundifolia
Crotalaria montana

* Crotalaria pallida
Cynometra iripa
Dalbergia candenatensis

* Delonix regia
Derris trifoliata

* Desmodium triflorum
Dunbaria punctata

* Erythrina variegata
Flemingia parviflora
Guilandina bonduc
Indigofera hirsuta

* Indigofera suffruticosa

* Leucaena leucocephala
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Crab Eye Pea

Red Wattle
Broadleaf Salwood
Coastal Wattle
Wattle

Calopo

Centro
Wynn Cassia

Streaked Rattlepod

Poinciana
Derris

Coral Tree

Nicker Nut

Leucaena



Family

Species

* Macroptilium atropurpureum
Millettia pinnata

* Mimosa diplotricha

* Mimosa pudica

* Neonotonia wightii

* Peltophorum pterocarpum

Common name
Siratro

Sensitive Weed

* Senna obtusifolia Sicklepod
* Stylosanthes hamata Stylo
Tephrosia astragaloides
LINDERNIACEAE Bonnaya ciliata
LORANTHACEAE - MISTLETOES Amyema sanguinea
Amyema conspicua
Dendrophthoe curvata
MALVACEAE — HIBISCUS FAMILY * Hibiscus rosasinensis Hibiscus
Hibiscus tiliaceus Cottonwood
* Sida acuta
* Sida cordifolia
Thespesia populnea
* Urena lobata Urena Burr
MELIACEAE — MAHOGANY FAMILY Aglaia elaeagnoidea
Didymocheton pettigrewianus Spur Mahogany
Didymocheton setosus Miva Mahogany
Melia azedarach White Cedar

MENISPERMACEAE

Pycnarrhena novoguineensis
Stephania japonica
Tinospora smilacina

Common Milk Vine

Tape Vine

MORACEAE — FIG FAMILY

Ficus benjamina

Ficus microcarpa
Ficus obliqua

Benjamin Fig
Small-fruited Fig
Small-leaved Fig

Ficus opposita Sandpaper Fig
Ficus racemosa Cluster Fig
Ficus virens Banyan Fig
Malaisia scandens

MUSACEAE * Musa acuminata Banana

MYRISTICACEAE - NUTMEGS

Myristica globosa subsp. muelleri

Native Nutmeg

MYRSINACEAE

Aegiceras corniculatum

Myrsine variabilis

MYRTACEAE — EUCALYPT FAMILY

Blakella tessellaris

Blakella torelliana

Corymbia clarksoniana
Eucalyptus acmenoides
Eucalyptus leptophleba

Eucalyptus platyphylla

Moreton Bay Ash

Cadaghi
Clarkson’s Bloodwood

Mt Molloy Box

Poplar Gum



Family

Species

Eucalyptus tereticornis
Lithomyrtus obtusa
Lophostemon confertus
Lophostemon suaveolens
Melaleuca dealbata
Melaleuca leucadendra
Melaleuca viridiflora
Osbornia octodonta

Common name
Forest Red Gum

Scrub Box
Swam Box

Weeping Paperbark
Broad-leaved Paperbark
Myrtle Mangrove

NYCTAGINACEAE

* Bougainvillea glabra

Bougainvillea

OLEACEAE — OLIVES AND JASMINES

Chionanthus ramiflorus

Jasminum didymum
Jasminum elongatum

Jasminum simplicifolium subsp.

australiense

Northern Olive

Native Jasmine

ONAGRACEAE

* Ludwigia hyssopifolia

Ludwigia octovalvis

ORCHIDACEAE - ORCHIDS

Dendrobium canaliculatum

Dendrobium discolor
Geodorum densiflorum

Tea Tree Orchid
Golden Orchid

PANDANACEAE

Pandanus cookii

PASSIFLORACEAE - PASSIONFRUIT

* Passiflora edulis

Passiflora suberosa)

Passiflora foetida)

Passiflora pallida (also called

Passiflora versicaria (also called

Corky Passionfruit

Stinking Passionfruit

PHYLLANTHACEAE

Breynia cernua

Flueggea virosa
Glochidion harveyanum
Glochidion philippicum
Phyllanthus virgatus

Whitecurrant
Harvey’s Buttonwood

PIPERACEAE

Peperomia leptostachya

PLANTAGINACEAE

* Scoparia dulcis

PLUMBAGINACEAE

Aegialitis annulata

POACEAE — GRASS FAMILY

* Axonopus compressus

* Bothriochloa
* Chloris inflata
* Chrysopogon aciculatus
* Dactyloctenium aegyptium
* Echinochloa colona
* Eleusine indica
Eragrostis
Heteropogon triticeus
* Hymenachne amplexicaulis
Imperata cylindrica
* Megathyrsus maximus
* Melinis repens

Purpletop Rhodes

Crowfoot Grass

Giant Spear Grass

Guinea Grass
Red Natal Grass



Family

Species

* Oplismenus
Paspalidium

* Sporobolus cf. pyramidalis
Sporobolus virginicus
Themeda triandra
Tripogonella loliiformis

* Urochloa mutica

Common name

Salt Couch Grass
Kangaroo Grass
Five Minute Grass

POLYGALACEAE * Polygala paniculata

PORTULACACEAE * Portulaca pilosa

PROTEACAE Grevillea glauca Bushman'’s Clothespeg
RHAMNACEAE Alphitonia excelsa Red Ash

Alphitonia petriei
Colubrina asiatica
Rhamnella vitiensis

RHIZOPHORACEAE

Bruguiera gymnorhiza

Bruguiera parviflora
Carallia brachiata
Ceriops tagal
Rhizophora stylosa

Orange Mangrove

RUBIACEAE — COFFEE FAMILY

Aidia racemosa

Cyclophyllum cf. multiflorum

* [xora coccinea
Ixora timorensis
* Mitracarpus hirtus
Morinda citrifolia
* Mussaenda frondosa
Myrmecodia beccarii
* Oldenlandia corymbosa
* Richardia brasiliensis
* Spermacoce remota
Tarenna dallachiana
Timonius timon

Ixora

Noni

Ant Plant

Tim Tim

RUTACEAE — CITRUS FAMILY

Clausena brevistyla

Glycosmis trifoliata
Melicope elleryana
Micromelum minutum

Limeberry

SALICACEAE — WILLOW FAMILY

Casearia grewiifolia var.
gelonioides

SANTALACEAE — SANDALWOOD FAMILY

Exocarpos latifolius

SAPINDACEAE — LYCHEE FAMILY

Allophylus cobbe

Cupaniopsis anacardioides

Ganophyllum falcatum
Guioa acutifolia

Jagera pseudorhus
Mischocarpus anodontus
Toechima daemelianum

Tuckeroo

Cape Tamarind

SAPOTACEAE — SAPOTE FAMILY

Mimusops elengi
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Red Coondoo



Family Species Common name
Planchonella obovata Black Ash
SIMAROUBACEAE Brucea javanica
SMILACACEAE Smilax australis Sarsparilla
SOLANACEAE — TOMATO FAMILY Physalis angulata
Solanum seaforthianum
Solanum torvum Devil’s Apple

SPARRMANNIACEAE

Grewia savannicola

Triumfetta rhomboidea

Dysentery Bush

Chinese Burr

STERCULIACEAE

Brachychiton acerifolius

Hertiera littoralis

Flame Tree

Looking-glass Mangrove

TACCACEAE

Tacca leontopetaloides

Polynesian Arrowroot

THYMELAEACEAE

Pimelea cornucopiae

VERBENACEAE

Citharexylum spinosum

Lantana camara

Stachytarpheta cayennensis
Stachytarpheta jamaicensis

Lantana

Snakeweed
Snakeweed

VITACEAE — GRAPE FAMILY

Ampelocissus acetosa

Apocissus oblonga
Causonis maritima

ZINGIBERACEAE — GINGER FAMILY

Alpinia caerulea

* Curcuma
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Native Ginger
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